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REGISTERED MA T VER

OUR POSTAL DEPARTMENT NOT LIA-
BLE IN CASE OF LOSS,

The Governmenl Does Nobl Pay Tademnity,
The Nusiness s eoreasing - In Almost
ANl Dher Unnolrles Senders Are Weaom
pensed For Losses,

No wonider that the regletry bhusiness
of the postofice dopartment e stenidily
diminishing ! The people are losing con
fidemoe in the system as o menns of in
rurance,  Thongh
doced from 10 to 8 conts, the namber of

the fee han boen re

| letters and parcels registorod during the
| Tust fecal your was Toss than 11,000,000

Four years ngo the nomber excosdol
15,000,000 pununlly,  What is wanted
s gafoty, and thoe systom  dQocs not glve
it

When a madl car o a postaflies f5 roh
bed, it in always the registored mnttor,
ndvertived on ite froo os valunbile, that
f# tuken, T 1800 the poktinster gonoer
nl of the United Brates pdvobated 1)
abmndonment of reglstration « n®the
pronnd  that it was “fraliful only of
dangor to what 1t was  degignod to pr
toot, "

Thoe remedy 8 vory #lm
ermment oppht to grant
for reglstored  Jotters Jost op
Nonrly nll foreign counteies give wu
insuranes,  In Great Britain, for ox
ple, the registention fee s only 4 cont
amd if the lettor s not safely deliversd
to tho adileessod, an indemnity of #10
podd to the loser, A geadanted series of
foos s po nrranged that the sender of o
parcal ean insure it np to 8250, thi
maximum guarantea h-f|l|ll'!'ll;.; tho pay
mont of 29 conts.  The parcel must Lo
marked with its value,

It is stated in the postal regulations
of the United Kingdom, rather quaint-
Iy, that payment of soch insurance will
he mude by the postmnster general “not
in comsoguence of legal linbility, but
voloutarily and ns an nct of groee "
Registration of money or jowelry is
compinlsory ; sueh articles ave not per-
mitted to bo sent in the ordinary mails
At the same time parcels addressod to
forolgn parts cannot be registerad,
though for Todin they may bo insured
The British government pays ap to #10
for the value of any ordinary unregister-
od package that is lost in ita mail serv-
ice. This applies only in the United
Kingdom, and it does not govern at all
if tho pareel is {mproperly wrapped or
oontains oggs, liquidas or very fragile ar-
tiolos,

Nearly all forelgn conntries ingure
etters  and paokages up to §10 in their
domestio service without extra fea. On
the other hand, no indemnity is paid
oven for registered mail matter by the
United States, Brazil, Bolivin, Para-
guay, Uraguay, Chile, British Indin,
Japan and Kongo. These ure the only
axcoptions to the goneral rule, The
third assistant postmaster genernl of the
United States in two annual reports has
recommended to congress the granting
of an indemnity on registered lotters
and packnges not to exceed §10, This is
gare to be done sooner or later,

Turning to the regulations of the In-
ternational Postal union, one finds that
the sondor of a registercd packnge to n
foreign conntryis entitled to 810 in caso
of loss, unless the latter has heen coon-
gloned by “‘foroe majeure''—meaning
war. This indemnity must be paid by
the governmunt that dispatohes the pack-
age. However, that government may
recover the amount from the govern-
mont in whose territory tho loss wns in-

ourrad.

The adoption by Uncle 8am of an in-
demnity limited to 10 wonld increase
the confidence of the publio nt very lit-
tle cost. During the last fiscal year 654
picoes of registered matter were lost
Supposing the maximum payment to be
granted in ench instance, the entire ex-
runn of ench insurance wonld bo $6,540

or the twelvemonth, This is a trifle
compared with the money gained that
wonld socrae to the government from
the increaso in the rogistry business that
would follow the waeoeptance of the in-
demnity plan. The latter would take

£
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NEUDORE CONVENT PRIGON.

Where Anstrian Female Murderers Leave
the World and Start Life Afresh,

The women in the Neodorf Convent
prison were all sa kindly in thoir ways, |
g peneefnl and  good Bamorsd, they |
difared so completely from our precon- |
oedved ddons of eriminals, that wo wore
puzzled o fongine whist eomld hnve
bronght them lobo prison, We had never
a doubt bat that thelr offenses wern of
the most teivinl natore, and wo gald wo
The superior gnve on ot of her odd,
humorons smilos, |

“Did yon notice that woman in the |
cortidor?”’ she pekedd.  'She 8 Marie |
Bobnediler, " |

That instgnifieant looking lietle wom-
nn, who hnd stood sslde with o gontle |
deproeative snilo to allow us to paes, |
Marie Hchnvider! Why, in uny other
ploace ope would hnve s hor down sb
onen a8 the bawdworking wife of a
etrogling  curnte, =0 thoroughly ™
fpoctnblo did she look., And sho s Mario
Bohuelder, n Edaropann eelehrity with
moro  murdors on bher consclenos thsn
#ho hias fingers on ley haeds |

AN you Jet her gtay horo?”

“We hiave nowhero else (o put her,
the fnspeetor, who had Jolued us, ro-
pliesd, ““and wo don't hong womon in
Austrin. "’

Nor {u she, as we soom found, thoe on.
Iy notorioty in the place. One of the

[ prisoners is o delicate looking girl, with
[ Brge bpown oyes and golden hiadr—a

typo of  beanty nlmost peouline to Aus-
trinns. Bho has n low, coolng voieo and
o wingularly swoel, innocent expression,

“Whnt gn earth onn that girl have
dane to be sent here?'' 1 whinpered,

CDone " the luspector repliod grim-
ly. ""Hot o houso.on fire in the hopo of
killing a man with bis wife and five
children, "'

Tho girl must have had extronordi-
narily sharp cars, for, although wo
woere standing ot some distanco away,
she heard what he snid, and she gave
him a glaes suoch as 1 hope navoer to
see ngain in my life. It was nbsolutely
dinbolio; had there boen o knife within
rooch (he wan would have diod on the
spot. Yot only a moment beforo ahe had
bosn looking up into my fuco with a
wmile an angel might have envied,

Bavernl of the prisoners are in the con-
vent for killing their own children;
somo for killing or trying to kill their
husbands ; others for stealing or ombez-
aling; othors aguin for no more serious
erimo than beggivg,  Thoere are all do-
groos of guilt there, in faot, and all

aged, from girlsof 168 to women of near- |

ly 60. And they all live together on
termi af perfect equality, for there are
no distinotions of rank there—no one ls
botter or worse than her neighbor.
When tho eanvent door oloses bohind
them, they have done, for the time be-
fog, vot only with the omtside world,
but with their own past, They start lite
afresh, as it wore, —Cornhill Moagazine.

A Little French Lesson.

For thoso who have no knowledge
whatever of Frenoh the fushion maga-
zinos and the menn cards of restourants’
bristle with difffionlties, When the
strango words are ventured npon, it is
with fear and trembling—whioh the re-
sult ofton  justifios. The following 18 n
ahort list of some of the most used and
worst pronounced

Chonz (shoo)—A small rosetto.

Ohio (sheck) is untranslatable, but
perhaps sty lish’ comes nosrost to its
fashion book mesning. In its own home
the word is slang and considered valgar.
Freonch ladies do not say “chic’ any
more than wo sy ‘‘nobby’’—which
word is really its equivalont. .

Peigholr (payn-war)—A wrapper s
fiue ns it can bo made,

Saute de lit (so-de-lee) being our
bath roba,

Oerise (sir-easo)—Chorry, hence the
namo of the color.

Bandeanx (bahn-do)—Braids of bair.

Soutache (s00-tush)—Braid for trim-

ming.
Riz do vean (ree-de-vo)—S8woethreads.
Bouillon (boo-yon }—Clear soup,
Menu (mur-new )—A bill of fare.
Roux (roo)—A mixtore of butter and

flour, which, after being baked, is used

sauces.
Baute (so-tay)—Lightly fried in but-

g

i!m d'muvres (hoar d'urver)—Light

dishes ns appetizers served after the
soup. —Philadelphin Ledger.
Mok to Bo Beaten.

In o certain manufacturing town in
Yorkshire it was acommon thing not
many years ago for skilled workmen to
mfficiont monsy wherewith to
build houses for themselves. *

THEAE 1S NO NATIONAL HOLIDAY,

Not Even the Labor Day Act Creales (dne,
Hay the Lawywrs,

Thero would seem to be vosueh thihg
in this country e n nntionnl holiday.
Lovwyers nssert thut even Labor doy,
which was sot npart by sct of congross
in 1804 ju such maoner on 1o lead the
confiding Inyman Lo snpposs it e loast
to bo o nationnd holiday, s vot such
ottside of the Distriet of Columbin un-
Jews by winto ennctment,  Thoe erontion
and_ vogulntion of holidoys hove been
loft entirely to the logislatares of the
ndividunl sintos,

The aot of congiress cotcerning Labor
day was npproved June 25, 1804 T8 pros
vidoa "*that the et Mandoy of Beptom

ber in eavh yeur, Delug the doy oele.
brated and  knovn ¢ dny, In
beroby mmlo o 1l in
tonts mud purp ” LR T
ns Chiristmns, Jun. 1, b 14, Muy b0

nnd July 4 are pow wede by law publio
holidays **

Ulenrly the proper constrootion of
this stafule onn bo serived of onldy by
reference to the provisions bearing npon
the ather bolidays usmed, The aot mnk-
ing holidays of Jan, 1, July 4, Clivist-
ik nnd *funy day sppointed or recome
wendud by the president of the United
Blates ns o day of publie fust or thanks-
iving' was pussed In dune, 1870, and
wint restrioted dn it effoct to the Dis-
trict of Columbla.  Theso diays are holi-
days o the varions  stutes anly ns they
are mude so by tho variogs stato legis-
Inturis,

The sck of Jan, 81, 1970, mukes Fob,
28 o legnl boliday, nod the net of Aug,
31, 16EH, dies the wmame for May 80,
and both are resteioted in their appliea-
tion to the District of Columbin,  The
not reforring to Labor day says vothing
about the District of Columbin, but it
does way that the first Momday of Sep-
tomber shall be n logal holiday, *“to nll
intonta and purposes, in tho samo men-
ner o8 Christmos, Jan. 1, Feb, 23, Moy
10 nnd July 4 ore vow wade by lasw
publio holidnys, '

The intents aud purposes for which
and the mauner in which those days are
mndo holidays are expressly Hwited to
the Distriot of Columbia, and so, by
vecessary fnference, is the not reforring
to Labor day.

The misleading lungunge of the Labor
day not bhak Jed ton prevalent statemont
that the first Monday of Beptember s n
holiday throoghont the United Stotes
by congressionul ennctment, —Now York
Tribune.

PRANKS OF SCOTTISH FAIRIES,

A Firm Bellef In the “Falr Folk™ Sull
Lingers,

There still lingors a widespread ballef
in the north of Scotland that the ““fair
folk," or ' gwood neobors, *' as the fairies
are called, still live in the hills, and
during tho first days of convalescence n
mother must bo sealonsly gunrded lost
ono of the “wee people'' come and rob
the child of ita pourishment. Some-
times thay suecesd in earrying off the
mother, Heoro is one of the sapoerstitions
legends :

A porth country fisher hnd a fine
c¢hild. One evening o beggar woman
entered the hut and went up to the
orndle to gaws into the eyes of the babe,
From that time good health loft it, and
a strapge look came into its face, and
the mother was troublod.  An old man
begging for food passod thut way. When
ho canght sight of the child, he cried:

“Thut's nao a bairn. It's an i 0,
and the gweed folk has stoun his
speerit.**

Thereupon he set to work to reoall
the fisher's bairn, A peat fire was heaped
high on the hearth aud s black ben held
over it at such o distance that it was

_ singed and not killed. After sowme strug-
gling the hen ecscaped up the lom, A
fow momonts elapsed, nnd then the par-
euts wore gladdened by tho sight of &
happy fon once more an the
child's face. It throve from that day
forward. —Scottish Review.

A Dog Furse Bnalcher,

Pointer dogs can always be trained to
steal. Many of them are nutural thieves
without training, and any of the spocies

' ean be taught. There isa dog of this

yord or outside of o store, but his spe-
cialty is ladiea’ pocketbooks and hand-
| bage, When hammoa!lhue.lt;:

HIS $100,000 BANK ACCOUNT,

What Happened When s Cspltalist Seod-
denly Met Wis Nank's Payiog Teller,

A paying teller of n down town bank
tolls an interesting stary of o Coban ex
perienon of his. **1 shall never forget, *'
he said, “"how I nenrly eont o wan into
fite dme Aoy Inst winter, nll  bovarise 1
mot him nuespectedly.

1 had boon planning s little jannt
down to Cnba for gome time. As it wos
dembifol whon T ahonld be able to get
awiy from thoe bank 1 said nothing about
it to my friends or the bank's caslomers,
I hadl Dedn instramental in gotting o
Roorl wand secotnt for tho bank——oue of
thoso §100,000 ones thut are haed to
plok up nowndays and worth goito n
pood denl of money to us. 1 know the
howd of thix eoneern, and, in fnct, lad
got the poeonnt thropgh him,  He told
ni when ho gave i8 to s that he was in
o huatry to get it fixed matisfoctorily ba
panso o war pbout 1o go o Cialin

““An soon ne 1 was able to got nwny 1
sviled Tor Havonn, 1 etaid in the islind
noarly 0 wonth, having 4 moke delights
fal time and keoping one oyo open fon
my fricnd of one tew acconnt, 1 wne
just abont ready to start for home when
I oot him, gonite by chunee, in one of
the Havann shope. When he saw e e
jumptd book about five fest, ns §if he
had been shot from ont of o gan,

WiGod hlest my sonl—you here?' he
aafd, ‘Wh-y, what# Ho seemod stroek
nll in n hoap.  *Yon here?  Good heay
el 1 had to lough, and laagh bard ot
thoat, for I know what wis trombling
i, He was thinkibg of that $100,000
Bitlaned, cind worrying about it—un Httle
You son, 08 T was the paving teller of
the bank, the thooght naturnlly tinshed
throngh his mind that I hoad  skippod
with the bank's fands and n large glice
of his hundred thoueand,

UM course, we Bsoom ne he saw me
Inngh and his exclfement htd eooled
down n little be began to seo the fan of |
the thing nud that he and the bank were
gnfo, nftar all. We found ont wo wern
going home on the samo steamoer and
tenr minntes Inter wo wanlked over to the
American oonsul's offiee togother and |
got our paasports vised.  And wo had o |
jolly time of it back on the boat.''— |
Now York Waorld,

Girent Mon and the Presldency.

There is nothing mwore pathetio in onr
history than the successive disnppoint- |
ments of great men in the matter of the |
presidency. They have dedioated their
livos to the serviee of the conntry with
the balief that thoelr Inbors woald surely
bring them what thoy earnod, bot after
all their andeavors, they hiave been dis
appointed aud the prize has gone to
men of inferior merits, ng if in contempt
of the rules of justice and propriety.
Theroe i% no way to explain this curious
irony of desting. Wo only know that it |
in n part of the established order of |
things, and bo man I8 grost enoogh to
be exempt from it

In a senseo, men of superior ability are
nlways nt o disnavantage, by reason of
the envy that thay provoke and the hos.
tility that they excite, but this shounld
not be sufficient to deprive them of what
rightfully belougs to them, as the presi-
doney cartainly has rightfully belonged
to a pumbor of men who have not beon
able to obtain it,

The tendency of stch n form of gov-
ernmont a8 ourd shonld be to reward
gmblio men according to thoir trooe de-
sorts and to keop tho highest offive fill-
od with the best examples of current
greatnese, but tho truth is that it does
not thos jostify itself.—8t. Lonis Globe-
Democrat.

The Puppy Falnted Away.

““Speaking of dogs,”* said Buperintend
ent John Horue of the Mount Wash-
fngton railway, **did you ever see n dog
faint away?' No one had. *'Well, I
have,"" said the veteran railroad offleial,
and then he proveeded to tell of a very
young pup which was taken from its
mother and remained at tho sigual sta-
tion on Monnt Washington all winter,
several yearsago. When taken down the
mountain in the sprivg, be met auother
dog, who undertook to make his mo-
quaintance, **¥Youn will observe,”’ eaid
Mr. Horne, ''the young fellow didn't
remember ever having seen a dog, and
doubtless thought the one before him
was the only other dog in the world, Bo
he keoled over in a dead faint''—
‘" Among the Clouds. "

|
|

An Old Colonial Blockbouse,

the attractions of the town of
, Mass., are two historio cellars.
One was dug by the Plymouth colony
other by the Dutch
Thess collars lie side by side, and the
struotures built over them were filled
with goods #6 neoessary for the comfort
pilgrims as well as the
pilgri
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THE WILD GEESE,
The wild gresi, Byl in the night, Lol

Our sunken towns e cadeenonth i s
Whieh baoys them ob e Llows

Lty
They havs, Tk mich an thoss feabl Barks of old

Thit ceossed unsonnded  bnlns b sured omae

wiolil
To them the nlakt un vin from:
They hdvo tha maets oo « ftir ey paty §
To thon v Fiis ik the ¢ | ewitd,

And froth of polar earrenis dartiog pael,
Thnt have been nlgh tho worid's ol
wtorms
Foormous hittows fost $heks frnetlo forme,
You, thows frall 1s teevdnil o the yaed
O wild royolving wiin 1 oo iy {
“The wo who dreond the thander, amil not They.
~dames . Marso b Boribinor®s Maganinm

nir af

LITTLE KENTUGKILY.

It May Some Day e Clalmod aa s Part of
Tetinivssne,

Littls Kentooky, o pht he Al
bedd vory nppropristely, is loeatod oppos
gito Islond Mo, 10, swwhive Eoobu Iy and
Tennpssioe moot, The viver, by geadusl
Iy entting out the Kontucky bank, lud
worth off i parroay st uf laud, until
ot height morning  soveral poopls who
lived on this side of the line woke ap
to find themeslves on the other side  In
other words, the swift corrent had
withold away the vk of earth whiah
sy l‘\tn extromio ‘--'ll}i\\rvr--'l: eorpme
of thisstaten partof the conmmonwealth
of Kentucky., Thoe seotion of territony
thus soparatod from ite pareat, ax 38
wore, I8 bten milos Jomg nod  five miles
wide=quite o godld monthful to take in
nt ono bite, even for the gre ".)‘ Mt
wRipp.

Every woll posted eiver o and oy-
ery peraon who i8 sequalnted with the
goeography nod topography of this stute
will nnderstand how gnoh n thing oeotld
happon, Right at the state line the rives
forms n loop about ton miles Jong. The
loop extends up into Folton conuty.
Tho swift stroam hns simply denwsn this
nooso tight und formed an ixdand out of
what wan formerly » peninsula.  Hick-
muan is the elosesk town of any sles to
the plice whero all this landmaking os-

in

Conrred. Darnell, s Hitlo hamlot over in

Oblon connty, Tn., I8 quite near the
Fpot.

The boundary line hetwesn Kentooky
and Tennossoo has alwags boen rathoer
complieated down abont Island Na, 10,
owing to the pecnliar bend in the Mis
slasippl mentioned above.  The lakes,
bayoos and slonghs which bisect shut
corpoer of Fulton county in nll directions
nlso serye to mix matters,  Tho biting
oft of such n large steip of sofl will add
to the general confusion, and the gues:
tion may ariso ny to whether Little Ken-
tucky will horeafter helong to the do-
main of the Volunteor State or still be
n part and parcel of the dark and
bloody ground. —Padueah News.

A Hint to Smokers,

Many tobacco kmokers consider that
littlo light spooks on the wrapper of a
pigar indieato n good nrticle. Very fow
know how those specks get there,

If on n hot day, when the sun has
boon bontig down on the tobacoo plants,
a sudden thunder shower should come
up and sprinkle the leaves with the im-
menso drops of rain 8o common in Cubs,
und it should then suddenly olear np,
the sun coming out brightly again, the
drops of water on the leaves will act as
lensos and concentinte the sun's rayw,
which burn the little specks upon the
tohuaoeo,

The tobseco wuost be ripe in order thak
the wun may give this effect. On ncconnt
of the great selling capucity of this sors
of wrapper, these spots are nmade on the
chenper brands by chemical meuns.—
London Standard.

Uhevalier DBayard,

The famous Chevalier Bayard, who
is held up iu all the histories and ro-
mances as a model of chivalry, was
grently opposed to the use of 'firenrms,
and nlways ordered his troops to pus
captured muasketeers to death without
merey, a8 practicing a form of warfare
entirely uncivilized and unlawful

fiow to Cure n Cold,

Simply take Owto's Cove, We know
of its nstoniahing eures and that it will
stop & cough gquicker than any known
remedy, If yoo have Asthma, Bron-
chitis, Consumption or any disesse of
the thront and lungy, & few doses of
this grent gunranteed remedy will sur-
priss you. Tf you wish to try call asour
store, Main strect, and we will be plons-
ed to furnlsh you u bottle free of cost,
and that will prove our assertion,

W. B. ALEXANDER,
Wasted Evergy and Exponse.

A new advertising wagon introduced
in New York is fitted up with two eyl-
inders which keep revolving, giving &
momentary view of variouns business
announcements. There nre peopls who
would rather spend §10 to eatoh the eye
of 2,000 or 8,000 people with a
tion of this kind than invest 50 cents o
reach 100,000 readers in a good news-
paper.—86 Louis Globe-Demoorat

 Nortn dm_-:_—nm rapidly
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It fa not true that oquality is &
of natore. Nature has no -
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